Rose Bowl Riders Newsletter
September 2017

Letter from Board President Ingrid McConnell
Dear members,

five horses shows offering members an affordable
way to enjoy equestrian competitions. A December
hunter/jumper clinic is planned as well.
Expanding horse boarding opportunities for
members, particularly Pasadena residents is a
priority for our club. We plan to add four 12x24
stalls and if demand warrants, may also convert the
storage area in the historic barn into two more
stalls.

Happy end of summer! I am looking forward to
cooler days ahead, as I’m sure our horses are too.
Here is a brief progress report on our four goals
outlined in our five year strategic plan.
1. Improve our facility: Recent investments
include covering our guests stalls and replacing
our aging arena drag. We also plan to add
sand to improve our arena footing, make
structural repairs to the historic barn, and to
further improve the guest stalls to convert them
to boarding stalls, at least until we are able to
expand horse boarding in the lower area.
Looking ahead, we are working to develop
plans to refurbish our three arenas, as well as
to develop a capital budget that includes
provisions for larger capital investments.

3. Strive for best practice governance: Our
updated bylaws went into effect late last year;
tangible effects include our smaller board, longer
terms and term limits, and standing committees.
With the added expertise and input from our
committees, the board has improved and
streamlined its decision making process.
Nonetheless, continuing challenges include
mobilizing volunteers for the day to day running of
the facility as well as larger events such as our
horse shows.

We believe that the dust and flies endemic to RBR
are unacceptable for both horses and humans.
We are exploring solutions to these two scourges—
and implore all members to help us by cleaning
up manure from the arenas and roads all the time!

4. Improve public outreach: RBRCO’s school field
trip introduces hundreds of Pasadena school
children to horses and the equestrian center in their
city. The Horsemanship 101 program offers handson opportunity for resident 5 Acres students to
learn basic horsemanship and riding skills. In
addition RBR hosts scout troops throughout the
year for badge work and service projects. The
Pasadena Equestrian Center, including MACH1,
TSC and RBR was recently featured on local TV
(continued on p. 2)

2. Improve our member programs: Our robust
riding lesson program is flourishing as riders of all
levels learn hunt seat equitation, dressage, and
western pleasure riding. Dressage trainer Flora
Jean Weiss has begun teaching at RBR, and Carin
Bannos also gave another of her popular dressage
clinics earlier in the year. This year RBR has hosted
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program “What’s Up Pasadena!”, which explores
fun things to do in the city. We hope to continue
our community outreach by supporting RBRCO
programs and exploring new future programs,
possibly in partnership with TSC. There are many
ways members can help our club in its pursuit of
these goals. Please consider volunteering in a

Snake Safety!
Happy Summer RBR Members!
It has been awhile since we had an educational
talk about our local snake population and safety
protocols when a snake is discovered at RBR or
on the trails. In addition and given the wet
winter we had, there have been a number of
snake sightings/interactions this summer.
The good news is that our own Ann Regan, who
is a docent at Eaton Canyon Nature Center, has
agreed to lead a talk to educate on how to
safely and peacefully coexist with our reptile
neighbors.
In addition, we will have art teacher/RBR
member, Patty Sue Jones, lead a fun snakey
activity for kids. Tom Sawyer Camp veteran/
RBR member, Walt Meyers, will provide his
boots on the ground
knowledge learned
from years of
experience living
and working with
humans, horses,
and snakes in
Hahamongna
Watershed Park.
And, if you want to
fit in some
shopping, there will
be items from our
clothing and tack sale for sale, too!
Please join us for a fun, educational time on
Saturday, September 23, 2017 at 4pm. Bring an
appetizer/dessert/drinks and your questions
and experiences to share!
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meaningful way, whether its as an event chair,
board member (new positions open this
November), committee member, or just someone
who helps clean up manure, or empty the trash,
everyone has the opportunity to help make RBR
better.. Thank You!

How Are You Doing On
Fulfilling Your 10
Annual Volunteer
Hours??
Reminder: Volunteer hours must be completed
and input into Track It Forward by November
15, 2017. Here are a few points to remember:
•Ten hours per year is required (new members in
2017 may have prorated hours)
•If you prefer not to work the hours, or only
work a partial amount, that's okay. Each hour not
filled with volunteer time will be assessed $10/
hour.
•Volunteer opportunities are still available, such
as Work Day (tentatively planned for Nov. 4),
clearing and leveling the guest stalls for horse
boarding, and ongoing tasks including emptying
trash bins into dumpster and lining empty garbage
cans with liners, cleaning up manure from arenas
and roads, cleaning up barn aisles, etc.
•Track It Forward can be accessed here: Rose
Bowl Riders | Track It Forward
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A tribute to Joan by
Gary Glasford.
Joan was an RBR member, and rode
her horse Maverick on the trails
around the Arroyo.
This lovely tribute to her was written
by her husband Gary, and reprinted
here with his permission.
In 1988 at the age of 32, after having been
single longer than I would have liked and after
years of attending the “The Singles Experience”
in Pasadena which occurred annually, known
among bachelors as an event where people
don’t really meet someone, is where I broke the
rule and met the love of my life. It was August
14, 1988 by the college gym. I met her friend
Lori first who introduced me to Joan. Joan had
sworn off dating and considered this but a
formality. The next evening at the dance I
danced with Joan and her eyes sparkled at me
and I become compelled to dance a lot with
Joan. On Joan’s way home to Simi Valley she
remarked to Lori, “I could marry that guy and it
would work”. After a year and a half of back
and forth visits to Simi Valley dating, Joan
moved to Pasadena, roomed with my co
worker Patty Curry, got a job at Pasadena
Optometry and quickly (because of her
spiritual character and work ethic), was raised
to the position of office manager. We were
married May 6, 1990 in the lower gardens of
Ambassador College on the hottest day in 100
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years. We celebrated 27 years of wonderful
marriage.
In August 2013 Joan transitioned from the
Optometry firm to working with horses, many
volunteer hours including MACH1, a program
dealing with horses as therapy for
handicapped children. After acquiring her
horse Maverick, a mustang, she also did a
course at the Monty Roberts Ranch (the original
horse whisperer) in Solvang. She volunteered
to demonstrate Mav’s training and the history
of mustangs to her friend Patty’s art students
who would do paintings of him. She also spent
many hours riding. I was happy in the last few
years of her life that she could fulfill her dream.
In June of 2015, Joan was diagnosed with a
stage 4 glioblastoma brain tumor. With all the
medical treatment employed her life
expectancy was one and half years. Joan beat
the odds and went two. It was those last bonus
months that were so special including one last
Feast trip to Maine and an anniversary trip in
May. In Joan’s last days, the blessed RN, Susan
Thompson, stayed and helped me through the
hardest trial of my life. There simply are no
words to express what that meant to me. Joan
has now fought a good fight, finished her
course, and kept the faith. For her is laid up a
crown of righteousness which the Lord the
righteous judge shall give her at that day (2
Tim. 4: 7-8). On the morning of July 15th while
I was by her side she took her last breath. After
a lifetime of spiritual growth she observed her
final rest on the Sabbath Day.
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ANIMAL
CHATTER
On a hot August 13, animal
communicator Lydia Hiby chatted
with sixteen equines, canines and a
feline at Rose Bowl Riders.
Interpreting the creatures’ messages
for owners, Hiby's communications
contained thoughtful and humorous
responses to their questions.

Lydia Hiby visits with Gracie,
Sandy Pellegrin’s new mare.

Comments from a few animals:

Mati - “Why do we need you? We communicate really well. I hope you notice
how handsome I am.”
Tiny - “I love living in a house and I love my wading pool.”
Tiger - “I like a variety of riders. I have good kidney function and I need a
chiropractic adjustment.”
Prince - “I have a very comfortable saddle.”
Mosey - “I want a bubbling fountain in my water bowl.”
Hiby can be reached at 818-244-0091 or www.lydia.com. This event was
organized by RBR volunteer Patty Sue Jones.

NEW MEMBERS:
There were no new members approved by the Board at the Aug. 29th meeting
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To All RBR/RBRCO Members,
In order for RBR and RBRCO to send you oﬃcial communications via electronic transmission,
as opposed to the postal mail, you must provide signed written consent via the "Consent To
Use of Electronic Transmission" This form is then attach to your membership profile.
Our reason for asking you to sign and return this form to RBR is an economic one: in 2016,
RBR spent over $1300.00 (thirteen hundred!) dollars on mailings to our membership. There are
so many other things RBR and RBRCO could devote resources to other than postage and
envelopes, especially when the vast majority of our members have email addresses, and most
likely would prefer to receive our communications electronically.
Beginning in January of 2018, we will begin charging members who receive paper
communications $10.00 (ten dollars) annually in order to oﬀset the costs in materials and
labor to mail out oﬃcial communications.
Attached is a link to the PDF of the "Consent To Use of Electronic Transmission" form. Please
print this out, sign it, and either scan or photograph with your phone and send the image to
RBR Secretary Shannon Griﬃn at mailto:shannongriﬃnlcf@gmail.com
RBR-RBRCOE-ConsentForm.pdf
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KUDOS & THANK YOU!
Nancy Rose for coordinating our annual Play Day this year!
Heidi Babcock for managing the Tack & Clothing Sale.
Greg Hedrick for DG application.
Vitalio Gramajo for keeping an especially close eye on all the horses during the brutal
heat we’ve had this summer.
Walt Myers for repairing the leaky water truck.
Luray Good for tree trimming and picking up manure around the facility.
Gerri Hazlet for picking up manure around the facility.
Katy Ireland and Boy Scout Troop 288 for weeding & pruning
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